RESOLUTION NO. - 2021

APPROVING A COOPERATOR AGREEMENT WITH THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, TRADE, AND CONSUMER PROTECTION AND AUTHORIZING THE
LAND RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT

Background: The Sauk County Land Resources and Environment Department petitioned the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection to establish the Fairfield
Agricultural Enterprise Area in 2012 and the Bear Creek Agricultural Enterprise Area in 2020. The
establishment of these Agricultural Enterprise Areas (AEA) encourages communities to preserve
agricultural land for the future while promoting the local agro-economy and investing in local land
and water resources. An AEA enables landowners to sign farmland preservation agreements that
keep land in agricultural use for 15 years and to meet state soil and water conservation standards.
In return, the landowner may claim the farmland preservation tax credit annually. The department
applied for and was awarded an AEA Cooperator Grant that will provide incentive payments to
landowners who enter into Farmland Preservation Agreements in 2021. The Cooperative Agreement
is attached and outlines the grant details.

Fiscal Impact: [ ] None [X] Budgeted Expenditure [ ] Not Budgeted

WHEREAS, the Cooperator Agreement must be approved and executed in order for the
incentive program to be initiated in the Fairfield and Bear Creek Agricultural Enterprise Areas; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sauk County Board of Supervisors met in
regular session, hereby approves the Cooperative Agreement (Exhibit A); and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Sauk County Board of Supervisors that the Land
Resources and Environment Director is hereby authorized to sign the Cooperative Agreement with the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection Department.

For consideration by the Sauk County Board of Supervisors on February 15, 2021.

Respectfully submitted,

SAUK COUNTY LAND RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

MARTY KRUEGER, CHAIR PETER KINSMAN, VICE CHAIR
ROSS CURRY ROB NELSON

BRANDON LOHR DENNIS POLIVKA

RANDY PUTTKAMER VALERIE MCAULIFFE

Fiscal Note: The 2021 budget includes $33,000 in Agriculture Enterprise Area Grant funding.

MIS Note: No new MIS impact.



Exhibit A



