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May 3, 2017

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SAUK COUNTY CONSERVATION, PLANNING, AND ZONING
COMMITTEE:

Dennis Polivka, E3681 County Road [], Spring Green, WI 53588
Eric Peterson, S9801 Exchange Road, Prairie du Sac, W1 53578
Judy Ashford, S6611 Bluff Road, Metrimac, WI 53561

John Dietz, 54821 Golf Course Road, Reedsburg, W1 53559
Richard Flint, E7189 Eagle Ridge Court, Reedsburg, W1 53959
Chuck Spencer, S5075 Lovers Lane, Baraboo, WI 53913

Hearing of a Rezoning Petition:

Petition #13-2017 Rezone/CUP. A petition to consider a rezone from an Exclusive
Agriculture to a Rural Community zoning district pursuant to s.7.150 Ordinance
amendments of the Sauk County Zoning Ordinance; and a petiion to considet a
conditional use permit pursuant to s. 7.031(2) and s. 7.035(3) to allow for an outdoor
recreational facility and eating establishment with alcohol, iquor, or malt beverages. Said
conditional use permit is located in the T'own of Troy, Sauk County, Wisconsin.

Please take note:
A hearing on the above Petition has been scheduled for TUESDAY, May 23 2017 at 9:15 a.m.

in the COUNTY BOARD ROOM.
A copy of the Notice of Heating is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Ay 7

Lisa M. Wilson, AICP
Director
Sauk County Consetvation, Planning, & Zoning

Copy (with enclosure) to:
Sauk County Cletk, Sauk County West Square Building
Mary Zins, Town of Troy Town Clerk, E9699 Fuchs Rd, Sauk City, WI 53583{certified mail)
Dale & Cynthia Sprecher, Property owner, E8963 State Rd 60, PO Box 173, Sauk City, WI 53583
(certified madl)
Adjacent property owners




Staff Report
Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Committee

Witwen Park and Campground LLC, applicant/property owner

Rezone Petition 13-2017

Applicant:
Witwen Park and Campground LLC

Staff:

Lisa Wilson, AICP, CPZ
355-4830
Iwilson@co.sauk.wi.us

Current Zone:
Exclusive Agriculture

Proposed Zone:
Rural Community

Relevant Plans:
Town of Troy Comprehensive

Applicable Zoning Regulations:

7.150 Ordinance Amendments
7.031(2) Eating Establishments with
alcohol, liquor, or malt beverages
7.035(3) Outdoor Recreational Facility

Notification:

(by U.S. mail, except newspaper)
May 3, 2017: Newspaper

May 3, 2017: CPZ Committee

May 3, 2017: Town Clerk

May 3, 2017: Adjacent Landowners

Town Board Recommendation:
April 18, 2017: Approval of Rezone

Exhibits:

A. Map of area to be rezoned (cover)

B. Background information provided
by applicants

l1|Page

Hearing Date: May 23, 2017

Request
Witwen Park and Campground LLC c/o Dale Sprecher,

hereafter referred to as ‘applicants,” are requesting a rezone
from exclusive agriculture to rural community as well as a
conditional use permit for an outdoor recreational facility
with an eating establishment with alcohol, liquor, or malt
beverages. The existing facility known as Witwen Park and
Campground will include the following key operations:

1. Witwen July 4" parade and celebration
2. Memorial/Funeral services

3. Weddings

4. Fundraising events for non-profits

5. Church camp meeting gathering

6. High school graduations/celebrations
7. Camping

8. Fishing for local individuals

9. Summer free concerts

10. Birthday celebrations

11. Serving of food and beverages (alcoholic and non-

alcoholic)

Most of the operations above require a conditional use
permit under the Sauk County Zoning ordinance pursuant to:

s. 7.031(2) Eating establishment with alcohol, liquor, or malt
beverages, and;

s. 7.035(3) Recreation facility, outdoor

The applicants have provided information regarding the long-
standing history of the Witwen Park and Campground.

Legal Description of Area

Lands to be affected by the proposed rezone are
located in part of the SE % of the NW 1/4, and NE % of
the SW % of Section 3, T9N, R5E, Town of Troy, Sauk
County, Wisconsin, and as further described in
Petition 13-2017. Containing tax parcel #036-0454-
00000 containing 37.21 acres more or less.



mailto:lwilson@co.sauk.wi.us

Town of Troy Recommendation and Comprehensive Plan
The Town of Troy approved the rezone request at their April 18, 2017 meeting.

Adjacent Zoning and Land Uses (also shown on the staff report cover)

Direction Zoning Land Use
Exclusive Campground/Outdoor
Propert . .
perty Agriculture entertainment area
Exclusive Natural
North . .
Agriculture Area/Agriculture
Exclusive
South . Agriculture
Agriculture €
Exclusive .
East . Residences
Agriculture
Exclusive
West . Woods/Stream
Agriculture

Rezone Standards from Exclusive Agriculture
Wis. Stats. 91.48 allows for the rezone of land out of exclusive agriculture, providing the entity
can find all of the following: Staff should provide brief findings here

(a) The land is better suited for a use not allowed in the farmland preservation zoning

district.
As can be noted in the materials provided by the applicant, the history of the Witwen
Park and Campground is significant. The types of uses and events that continue to take
place on the property have been doing so since the late 1800’s. The exclusive
agriculture zoning came long after the use was established.

(b) The rezoning is consistent with any applicable comprehensive plan.

The Town of Troy noted in a memo provided by the Town Clerk that the Plan
Commission had recommended and the Town Board approved the rezoning of the
property from exclusive agriculture to rural community at their meeting held on April
18t 2017. The rezoning is consistent with their Comprehensive Plan.

(c) The rezoning is substantially consistent with the county certified farmland preservation
plan.

Again, the uses on the subject property pre-date the County’s certified farmland
preservation plan. The proposed zoning is more consistent with the types of uses that
have historically been located on the property.

(d) The rezoning will not substantially impair or limit current or future agricultural use of
surrounding parcels of land that are zoned for or legally restricted to agricultural use.
The use has been operating for a substantially long period of time. It has not, nor would
it appear to have any detrimental effects upon past, current, or future agricultural use
of surrounding parcels.

Conditional Use Secondary Standards
Pursuant to Sauk county Ordinance §7.035(3), the following Recreational Facility, Outdoor
secondary standards apply:

1. Lighting. Proposed lighting installations shall integrate every reasonable effort to
mitigate the effects of light on surrounding properties.
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2. Operation. Hours of operation, including hours of night lighting, shall be specified as a
condition of the conditional use.

Additional Considerations

Parking: Given the various types of uses and events that take place on the property, the parking
requirement category that best fits is flex parking. Depending upon the use or type of event,
the applicant will need to demonstrate that sufficient parking be provided to allow vehicles to
park safely without obstructing traffic. It does not appear that this has been an issue in the past.

Septic/Sanitary: The property does have a privy on-site, which meets County standards. For
special events, portable restroom facilities are provided on-site to accommodate the additional
people.

Property Access: The property has access via the driveway from County CTH E into the
property.

Committee Action Options

Approve Petition 13-2017, based on the facts of the request presented at the public hearing,
that the proposed rezone from exclusive agriculture to rural community and conditional use
permit appears to be consistent with respective plans, and that rezone met all standards and
findings noted; and,

Disapprove Petition 13-2017, based on the facts of the request presented at the public hearing,
the Town of Troy recommend disapproval of the rezone and conditional use permit, and that
the rezone and conditional use permit does not meet the standards and findings noted.

Modify and Approve Petition 13-2017 Rezone/CUP. Not Recommended.
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Permit No. 13-2017

CUP Ordinance Section(s):
7.031(2) Eating Establishment with alcohol. Liquor or malt

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Sauk County Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department
505 Broadway Street — Sauk County West Square Building
Baraboo, WI 53913 Present Zoning: Agricultural

(608) 355-3245 Proposed Zoning: Rural Community
Parcel # 036-0454-00000

beverages; 7.035(3) Outdoor Recreational Facility

SECTION I: GENERAL INFORMATION

Project Location: SE ¥ of the NW ¥z and NE ¥ of the SW %, Section 3, T9N, R5E  Town of: Troy
Property Owner: Witwen Park & Campground LLC Address: E8963 State Road 60
City, State, Zip Code: Sauk City, Wl 53583  Phone: (608) 544-5362

SECTION Il: STAFF REPORT/BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Witwen Park and Campground LLC is requesting a conditional use permit for the existing facility. See Appendix A for a map of the
property and buildings/land to be utilized as part of the facility.

SECTION I11: CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS - Pursuant to Sauk County Code ch. 7. the Agency may approve an application for a
CUP after consideration of the following factors:

Conditional Use Secondary Standards.
Recreation Facility, Outdoors; pursuant to Sauk Co. Code 7.053:

Conditional Use Standards (general). In reviewing the conditional use,
the agency shall follow these standards pursuant to Sauk Co. Code
§7.151(5):

(1) Lighting. Proposed lighting installations shall integrate every
reasonable effort to mitigate the effects of the light on

(@) The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the proposed . .
surrounding properties.

use may not be detrimental to or endanger the public health,

safety, or general welfare of the occupants of surrounding lands. Finding: The applicant does not appear to be adding any permanent

Finding: The Witwen Park & Campground has been in operation on lighting as part of the proposal.

this property since the late 1800’s, based upon documentation
provided by the applicant. It does not appear that continuation of the
use would be detrimental or endanger the public health, safety, or
general welfare of the surrounding properties.

(2) Operation. Hours of operation, including hours of night
lighting, shall be specified as a condition of the conditional
use.

Finding: Given that the type of events on the property vary,
tailoring hours of operation may be difficult. When hosting events,
the applicant must be mindful of noise, lighting, etc. that may affect
surrounding property owners.

(b) The use will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained
so as to be compatible, and be appropriate in appearance with
the existing or intended character of the general vicinity, and
that such use may not change the essential character of the area
by substantially impairing or diminishing the use, value, or
enjoyment of existing or future permitted uses in the area.

Finding: Again, this is an existing use that has a significant history
on the property. Its continued use in the same fashion does not appear
to change the character of the area or diminish the use, value or
enjoyment of existing or future uses within this area.



SECTION 1V: FINDINGS OF FACT

Conditional Use Criteria. In reviewing the conditional use, the agency  Additional Findings of Fact.

shall consider the following findings pursuant to Sauk Co. Code

§ 7.151(6): Finding: The Town of Troy did provide written notice that the rezoning
request was approved by the Town Board on April 18", 2017.

(&) The erosion potential of the site based topography, drainage,
slope, soil type, and vegetative cover and mitigation of erosion
potential.

Finding: The existing use does not pose issues for erosion.

(b) The prevention and control of water pollution, including
sedimentation, and the potential impacts on floodplain and
wetlands

Finding: A significant portion of the property is located within the
Shoreland District and the Floodway. The applicant would be required to
meet the requirements of Sauk County Code Chapters 8 and 9.

(c) Whether the site has adequate utilities including, if necessary,
adequate disposal systems.

Finding: The site does have a privy and access to other utilities. When
events do occur on the property, portable restroom facilities are brought
in for the event.

(d) Whether the site has access to road and highways.

Finding: The use is accessed via public road, particularly County Rd E.
(e) Whether the site has suitable, ingress and egress.

Finding: There is a driveway accessing County Rd E.

(f) Whether the site is designed to minimize traffic congestion, and
the potential effect on traffic control.

Finding: Given the wide variety of uses, the flex parking standard would
apply. The applicant would need to demonstrate that for events, sufficient
parking areas are available, which allow vehicles to park safely without
obstructing traffic.

SECTION V: CONDITIONS OF THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

1. The Property Owner shall apply for and be issued a Land Use Permit by the Department pursuant to Sauk Co. Code §7.153
Land use permits: review procedure and standards.

2. Failure to comply with the standards and conditions of this Conditional Use Permit may result in the revocation of said permit
and order for removal of any structures or discontinuance of any use thereby permitted by the Conditional Use Permit by the
Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Committee of the Sauk County Board of Supervisors.

SECTION VI: CONSERVATION, PLANNING, AND ZONING COMMITTEE DECISION

Based on the above standards and findings, the Agency finds that that the proposed outdoor recreational facility and eating
establishment with alcohol, liquor, or malt beverages is in the public interest.

This Conditional Use Permit is hereby approved, by the Agency this 23" day of May, 2017. Furthermore, if the Permit is approved,
the Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Committee hereby authorizes the Zoning Administrator to issue a Land Use Permit behalf of
the Agency to execute said conditional use.

Dennis Polivka, Chair
Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Committee
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Petition # ﬁ_— g@i ';Z

ZOIXDEVELOPMENT APPLICATION
Sauk County Office of Conservation, Planning, and Zoning
505 Broadway Street - Sauk County West Square Building

Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913
(608) 355-3245

GENERAL

1. It is strongly recommended that the applicant meet with a staff person prior to completing this application, with adequate
time prior to an application deadline. ' ‘

2. The applicant should complete and sign the form and provide all material listed within this application.

3. Please E;)te: The application and attachments become part of the official public records of Sauk County and are therefore not
returnable.

TYPE OF APPLICATION:
{(Please circle one or more)

(Eezonjng ) (Conditional Usé Subdivision Plat Zoning Text Change

PROPOSED (if applicable) XL/ Kereed K’@mmggﬂ/@
7035 (3)

ZONING:
CURRENT AG £ 4

ORDINANCE SECTIONS: 7+ O3 / (qz'j

NAME OF SUBDIVISION (if applicable)

372/ acre . L gk .
PROJECT ¢ 3¢ =~ 0;;9‘5 S e g "gg.")f’“fél %té’i‘e*mp_jf/mww/‘é &l

. : - = . " YA
LOCATION S E 4/ ¢ & VESH Secliin 3 -2 fm/APPLICANT «f_,@‘i;"‘v( Co il doar e eliwi™
(i s \-/),u/aecﬂax

PHONE NUMBER, &5 THL- T T8 2. /e sl - 6. ¢is-
i i TGRS

PROPERTY OWNER Dcrle s &g pptthoie Sover focr MAILING ADDRESS /¢ by /73 - Sacee 8185, (2t 57553
Eides #2 A [ER 3 SpE fO b - Sedlists Ll

Sht e g p 2 B
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT @ﬁ %5,3!7"“8“" DATE .2 .6.77 Cr

Fee Paid: (make checks payable to Sauk County CPZ)‘h@D Receipt# L&
- -

County Clerk - For reporting at the next County Board of Supervisors meeting Y/N

TOWNSHIP /-0 ;;,«

(Credit Account # 10063-444240)

County Supervisor District #

TYPE OF APPLICATION, FEES, AND INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS

Type of Application Project Facts Preliminary/Final Plan Other Informatien
Fee Required {Please see Page 2) Site Flan {As required)
Development Plan
Covenants/Bylaws
Subdivision Plat Preliminary and Final Plat Utlhty‘(/Access- Easements
$300 plus $20/1ot {class 1) Yes 1 reprodusible copy Other information pursuant
$600 plus $20/ot (class 1 & I} to Sauk Co. Cede ch. 22
Rezoning/CUP Site Plan Aerial Photo of Site#
$500 Yes 1 reproducible copy Utilities statement*
Zoning Text Change
$500 Yes No
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APPLICATION DEADLINE
All applications must be received by 12:00 noon by the Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department on the day of the application

deadline. In order to be accepted, the application must contain all required items and information described in the application. Partial
applications will not be accepted for placement on the Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Committee agenda

PROJECT FACTS

Please complete the following information. Contact a staff person if you need assistance.

Existing zoning Existing land use
Subject Area ‘ Total Site Arca (Acfes): I 72 fere s
North | £4 A Total Site Area (Square Footage):
South & 7 Esrg/i/f/ jve .
Fast Ex. /-,’1-.‘,7
West - Ex. 4/{{

JUSTIFICATION STATEMENT
Please answer the following questions. Contact a staff person if you need assistance.

1. General description of the request.

) . . . o
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2. Related background information on the project and site.
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3. Justification, special reasons or basis for the request.
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SITE PLAN

Submit the following plan(s): Scaled site/plot plan showing: date, north arrow, graphic scale; location of property lines, rights-of way,
easements, water courses; sireets, driveways, intersections; outlines of all buildings, setbacks, dimensions; means of vehicular and
pedestrian access; layout and location of all off-sireet patking; proposed location of requested land uses; metes and bounds legal
description of area to be rezoned (when applicable) other information pursuant to Sauk County Code chs. 7 and 22.

SUBDIVISON PLAT

Subdivision plats shall be signed and sealed by a registered surveyor and should include a legal description, computation of the total
acreage of the site and any other requirements as defined by Wisconsin State Statutes Chapter 236 and Sauk County Code ch. 22.

APPLICANT ACCOUNTABILITY AGREEMENT

Upeon signing this document, I take the full responsibility and agree to the following:

A) 1 shall obtain all necessary permits, from all appropriate governmental units, including any applicable land use and sanitary
permits from Sauk County, and any Town, State, and Federal permits.

B) 1 hereby certify that all information contained in this document and provided with the application for a Rezone, Conditional
Use Permit or Subdivision Plat, is true and correct. 1 understand that no construction, including, but not limited to, the .
pouring of a foundation, basement, or the construction or alteration of any other structure, may occur before the issuance of
all necessary permits. Further, T understand that if construction does occur before I have obtained all necessary permits,
additional fees, forfeitures, and removal of the non-permitted structure(s) may be assessed against me.

C) 1 shall allow representatives from the Sauk County Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department to access my property to
inspect the project's design, layout, construction, operation and/or maintenance.

Signed by: Qﬁf{, B4 M Date: ﬁ/‘"f’? S5/ /

\ Property Owner

Revised 1/7/16
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GOOD LY‘ TENT S

A.Hisio'ry of Camp Meetings
~in Wisconsin

“How goodly are thy tents,
O Jacob, and thy tabernacles,

O Israel”
Numbers 24:5

by Lois C. OISLé/!i!




that their neighi A stomping would not disturb
the meeting or th ers at night. As a prank,
one fime a youthfuljok@ister, wishing no doubt fo
test the tolerance of 18 religious community,
brought a very heavy horse with a peculiar
bronchial cough and tied it as close as possible fo
the activities, which it-proceeded to disturb with its

noisy brecathing and ‘odd cough.34

The fifth location of the Camp Grounds is the present locatio
of Witwen Camp meeting. This had been a great camping ground
for Native Americans who came here in winter to trap muskrats, August
The Ringling tent was pitched here for two years until the taberng. "We ha

cle was built in 1918. Later dormitories and a dining hall were .
built. - 1853 L(

The Witwen camp continues to hold a yearly camp in the tab-
ernacle The meetings are sponsored by the United Methodist
churches in Blackhawk and Denzer.

1853 OSHKOSH

Our recently held Camp mesting was a
blessed time. It was the first meeting of this kind to
be held in this neighborhood among these people.
So the inquisitive atiended as well as those who
‘longed for mercy’ and they came from far and

46




o

-
-
=
—
—
—
-
(-
=
(¥
>t
-
(-
2
-
(M-
(=
-
=
()
-

[LDI

BU




ong before the Witwen area became associated with a mill and a small
~ community, it was the hunting grounds and camping area for Iocal Native
American Indians. Even in the early days of the mill in the 1860s, they came
regularly, spring and fall, to hunt and trap for several weeks. They camped along
the trees and Wére, in fact, welcome visitors by the millers.

Muskrats could do considerable damage to the mill pond and dam, so the -
millers paid a bounty of ten cents for each muskrat caught, although the millers
had to devise a way to make sure that the same muskrat was not presented
more than once for payment. The women made lovely baskets and sold them in

the neighborhood. After the area became too public, the Indians discontinued
their visits.”

The story of the Witwen Mill involves an immigrant Swiss family whose
descendants still live in the Sauk Prairie area. Gaudenz and John Peter Witwen
were brothers who built and then owned the Witwen Mill for twenty years.

Mot

The lafd on which the Witwen Mill would be built had heen purchas.ed by
George Mertens, an early Sauk prairie settler. He was born in Berlin, Germany, in
1822, the son of a city attorney, and came to America in May 1847.%7 He traveled

 to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he lived untll the spring of 1849 when he came
- tothe Sauk prairie.

.4 Y,

. Mﬂtens started as a clerk in a general store owned T T R i i e
by].s, Tripp, the local merchant, lawyer and banker, | ; ' i

il January 1852 when he moved to Baraboo after b 7 e

 Deingelected clerk of the circuit court. Mertens held il er Witwen)

- Wis office for four years while developing an abstract asm——

- Uitle business which he - kept for fifty years. GWitwer

Dmmg his time in Baraboo, Mertens also had an

Sirance business, was chairman of the town and of

o LECEEy.
O e
; il £ RS =

*county board of supervisors for several terms. For L

h}’ﬁar and a half he was director and president of the First National Bank after
G - Ping organize it. He retired in 1908. He had married Jane S. White at Sauk
Y I September 1853, and died in May 1914728

Zﬁ? 18 had acquired the property soon after coming to the area, Te sold the
Bty acres o Peter Massueger for $100 on August 25,1851.7

The Sauk County Plat Map of
1877 shiows the location of the

Witwen Flouring Mill in Troy
Township.
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féﬂ..:'fhe yeal 1912 was a milestone year in the life of
5-::".th€ 11 The winter of 1911-12 was one of lictle

[ freezing ntil December and saw lictle snow until
hen. Asa result, the creek level had dropped
Signiﬁflﬂnd}’ so that in Eebruary 1912, Nick

~ gchnefder had to hitch his gasoline engine to the
feed mill 0 keep it grinding, ¥

i gy June the electric lights were wired from the
milltothe campgrounds. “The picnic given by the

- yiswen band Friday evening [May 30] was largely
- jerended. The electric lights that were wired from
 the Witwen Mill added greatly to the pleasing

' appearance of the grounds.”™

. . Witwen as seen from the south,
_ a && : ‘ ca.1905. This Frank Eberhardt

photo shows the road leading

In Naovenfber 1912, John Peter Witwen died, and one month later his brother, in;:g V&Qt?lvde; The tzleﬂ% 1;;t tl}q
' Gandenz, died. Gone now were the two men who built the tnill and helped e e istance. Present

develop the commumnity.*® But the mill continued and in December 1913, a new County Highway O is in the

: ! . 840 foreground intergection to the
. feed grinder and corn cob crusher were installed. ighe (east).Sak Prairic Area

Historical Society

" Between 1914 and 1015, several men were employed at the mill including Leslie

. Klehesadel, Andy Fackbush, Joseph Peterson and A. Lemke, Hackbush left to

- work at Joseph Meyer’s blacksmith shop. Peterson returned to Rockford, Hlinois.
Lemke, who also worked at the local creamery, “had an accident on June 10,

while coming back from Prairie du Sac with a load of butter tubs for the Witwen
Creamery. While he was sitting in the front, one of his horses stumbled coming
down the hill near the mill, The shift in weight knocked him down between the

- horses. Tie was dragged for some distance. He hroke one shoulder and required
several stitches on his head but otherwise avoided any life-threatening injury.”®®

In February 1916, Witwen & Nold
bought the machinery of the Okee
Roller Mills which had been out of
commission for some time due to the
back water flow of the new dam at
Prairie du Sac ! In September they
mstalled a neww dynamo at the mill

W make elecericity available to the
Tesidents of Witwen.*2

:{g}m Fdwin Witwen died December 3,

)19, and because Andrew Hackbush
ad retumed ro work at the mill in
Muary 1917, the milling continued.**

. iy . Witwen Roller Mills, ca. 1910.
Aster his brother-in-law and partner’s death, John. Nold moved to Milwaukeein Au:]m,,f;;mfo Cothoction

le'fzo with his family and where he became involved with real estate. Before Nold
- *®ft he Yented his share of the mill to Walter Sprecher, who had been running the

o 57~ Fovoe Ay 71%}% tse " Forugy (et W3 |







i ‘jhis lovely wife in Minneapolis (she nearly always
wcompanied nim to the annual conferences held in our area); Dr.

c ry Kalas, president of Westmar College; Dr., Wayne K. Clymer,
aZsident of Evangelical Theological deminary; Professors E. F.
George, Francis Boelter, Bugene Wenger and Paul E. Keen of E.T.S.j
150 Dr. John R. Knecht, president of United Seminary.

puring the fourteen years I was pastor at Black Hawk I was the
treasurer of the Campmeeting Association. Many years before we

' Black Hawk, the congregations at Honey Creek and Prairie
du Sac together with the Black Hawk congregation held campmeeting
annually in Peter Witwen's woods. People would come in wagons and
puggies and set up tents and in a larger tent they held evangelis-
tic services. . There was great emotionalism evident in the meet-
ings, but no doubt this was one way the church grew as new converts

yhen I gserved on the campmeeting board we engaged many de-
nominational leaders as our speakerg; some of them came back a
second year. We rented rooms in the dormitory above the dining
hall for those who wished to stay. 1T engaged cooks and waltresses
and purchased the food supplies that were not donated. We gerved -
ree meals a day. However, the last years I was there no one
stayed nights and we only served supper meals to a few. Mostly,
the meals were served on the Women's Society day and Youth day and
Sunday. When Dr. Dewey Eder was the speaker after World War I1 he
rividly portrayed the plight of our churches in Germany, many of
which were destroyed. -We raised $2,200.00 and some of the Black
wl members donated a total of nine bred heifers which were sent.
overseas to Furope to help restock farmers' depleted herds. 1
went around among the farmers and ear-tagged the heifers for ship-
ment after they were tuberculin and brucellosis tested. Merlin
Sprecher hauled them free of charge to Nappanee, Indiana, wheré the
Church of the Brethren shipped them to seaports and then overseas.

- __ Once when a migrant family was burned out in a shack on the
%llllam Sprecher farm and the father and a boy died from severe
fgiﬁs’ our congregation-raised over $600.00 in cash and donated
AEcolgnd clothing for the survivors. On another occasion when Art
Lo a broke a leg getting .out firewood, the men of the congrega-
tion came to his rescue and cut down trees and sawed it into fire- -
lengths and split and piled it ready for use. - They also took
of his daily farm chores for many weeks. . :

grew 232 Ewo consecutive years after the new church was bullt we
débtednee corn as a cooperative venture 1o help pay off on the in-
other timy troce We had elghteen acres near Honey Creek, and the
ect over thhlrty acres at Cassel. The net income from this pro-
ness on the e two years materially helped in reducing the indebted-
SPrit amon ﬁew building. It built good fellowship and a fine

good fop tg he men and teenage boys who helped, all of which was

: e life of the congregation.

1 Eg%iiei was pastor at Black Hawk I was elected a member of the
UL union wiiﬁ Board of Missions, which came into existence with
vas olen,che United Brethren Church. The Board organized
o COnsec i@ the first executive secretary, which office I held
as‘eleetedcu ive terms, or eight years. After my second terum
a member of the Conference Trustee Board. When they L3
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Lowell and Gertrude Wilhelm have brightened their corner
of the world with music since their youth. Gertrude,

an only child of Leonard Gasser and Lydia Unke Gasser,

was born and brought up on a .farm east of Witwen. Lowell,
the son of Herman Wilhelm and Lillia Hatz Wilhelm, was
also born and ‘brought up on a farm. He had two brothers,
Harvey and Allen and three sisters, Lydia Luck, Rose
Hasheider and Esther Mueller. '

Lowell and Gertrude were friends since they.were in a '
one room rural school together and graduated in a class of
1?2 students, a record number of classmates in a one room
rural school.. The young musicians sang in the school
chorus and played in the band. '~

While Lowell became a farmer he continued his musical
pursuits and sang in musical-groups, including the Sauk
County- Male Chorus, of which he was the director for
some years. He alsc was a piano tuner. ‘

- After high school Gertrudé also pursued her musical
interests. She graduated from The Wisconsin School of

' Music in Madison and gave many students in the Honey

- Creek area piano lessons through the years. ' -
While Lowell sang in the Sauk County Male Chorus

- _ Gertrude was one of the accompaniests.

Lowell and Gertrude were married in 1945.

The Wilhelms have been staunch supporters of the Honey
Creek Ragatz Church. Gertrude explained,""The Honey Creek
United Methodist Church celebrated its 150th anniversary
in 1994. This church was the mother church to the area
churches including Black Hawk, Denzer, Concordia, Baraboo
Emmanuel and other churches in nleghboring states. i
The Ragatz, Felix, Accola, Mueller, "Luck, Hatz and :
Gasser families' were the -early founders and some of ,
_ théir déscendants continue to worship there today..

Witwen Camp Meetings which included 'the above mentioned
churches were held every summer since 1918.' Guest
ministers delivered inspiring sermons and music was

an. ‘important part of - the events. Gertrude, along
with Nita Enge: and Marcella Sprecher brought the
Spirit of the services to life with their piano and
organ accompaniments: for choir anthems and hymns and
congregational singing. Gertrude recalled that earlier

accompaniests i K M
Trautman, ° included athryn Meng Hunsader and Ruth
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Wilhelm

Gertrude and Lowell were active participants in Toby
Clavadatscher's Fourth of July band at Witwen. Gertrude
thinks the Fourth of July has never been the same without
Toby and his band and the band stand performance during
the picnic dinner and festivities. In recent years

the local churches share the responsibility of preparing
the bar<be-que dinner. Every year Lowell gets the big
bar-be-que going. :

The Wilhelms have passed their musical talent on to the
next generation. .Their son, Jerome, sings in the chorus
and plays in the community band and tunes planos in -
Antigo, Wisconsin. His wife is Mary Mueller and they have
three children. Jerome is also the Antigo assessor and
building inspector. '

Gertrude continues to give students piano lessons,
while Lowell cares for the church grounds and cemetery,
which he has done for around fifty years.
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The blacksmith Shop long was a vital service to the farmers,
Ferdinand Patka was not the first blacksmith, but this
skilled workman operated it for many years. Farly morning
to late at night the sounds of forging or the sharpening

of the sickles and the sights of the 'sparkling’ of

the welder filled the air as he worked long days to keep
the farmers machinery in good working order.

The original Witwen Creamery was established in 1895 as a
private enterprise. It later operated as a cooperative
"Troy and Honey Creek Creamery Co-op' and closed following

a merger with the Sauk City plant. As one of few places for
non farm work, its closing meant the end of Witwen as

an economic entity.

Yet, Witwen did have what its three sister hamlets did not
have, and this was the telephone operation, known as the
Witwen Exchange. It was first operated by Elias Witwen in
his farm house and moved to his new home in Witwen

where it remained indirectly even after WW II.

. The Witwen School District No. 7 Town of Troy was organized

October 7, 1854, Still familiar names like Ragatz, Witwen,
Enge and Schneller appear in the early records. In 1862 a
new school was built on a.new site; presently the Witwen
wayside. It, like Black Hawk School, closed in 1955

upon consolidation. A friendly rivalry between Witwen

and. Black Hawk extended beyond school, -including soft

ball. ‘ : ‘

Witwen has no ‘church’ structure, but the settlers'® faith of
their fathers is reflected and continued in the summertime
use of the tabernacle. Built in 1918, this unique structure
is the oldest and the only centrally-used landmark

remaining in Witwen. .'The Camp Grounds' on which it is
located was originally just that; a great camping ground

for the Indians who came in the winter To trap muskrat

in the 1800s, perhaps even earlier, )

It is on July 4th each year that Witwen muShTooms ¥
maintaining a long standing tradition begun DY the Black
Hawk Church. The community celebrates Independence Day

in a uniquely patriotic way, unique enough to rate national
attention. Replacing the old style 4th of July pilcnic,

is a chicken barbeque. The parade with 1ts simple, home
made floats with themes of home, family, religion and
country remains the touch stone of the observance. Thus
Witwen continues this annual renewal of a community's love
for its country and freedom.
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paid a bounty of ten cents for each musk rat caught.

Of course it had to be proven that the same musk rats were
not oresented more than once. The sgaws made lovely baskets
and sold them in the neighborhcod. After the parks became
too public the Indians Jjgeentinued their visits.

The trees in*' the park were replaced when storms broke or
uprooted some. A bandstand was erected to properly
accomodate the Witwen Band. A cottage was bullt for-eampers
by J. P, Witwen, Jr. Picnics were common and finally camp
meetings were held there., A tabernacle was built, then a
dormitory with kitchen and dining room. 1In 1946 the United
Brethren pastorg, built an addition on the dordmitory and

the dining room. In 1947 more improvements were made
including a large electric range in the kitchen. This is

now a permanent camp- grounds where annually inspiring sessions
of several weeks of camp meetings are conducted by the
Evangelical United Brethren Church, Throughout the summer
other union services are occasionally held by the surrousding
conigregations. ' ‘ '

i
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And thats the way it was in 1947

In March.1-1948, the Cooperative Farmerg“'Creamery is a
comparatively large industry; Clifford Mever owns and
operates the general store, Toby Clavadatscher owns and
operates the garage, Ferdinand Patka owns and very
efficiently operates the blacksmith, shop. and Herman Koenig
cperates the farm in the "village limits.”™ The population
of Witwen is thirty six -according to the census_of

March 9, 1948: o

And, that's the way it was in 19487
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That Tittle store that had been a
school] house and also a meal mar-
Ieet, was moved to where Randy and
Tammy Smith now lve.

“"Witwen sold the grocery busi-
ness to Schneller and Felix of
Prairic du Sac, who owned it until
1917, when Joe Meyer took over.
He and his wife, Kale, tap it until
the late 19305 and that's when
Clifford, Joe's son, took over, Ha
and his wife, Naomi, ran the store
until Clifford's death in 1959, Then
Roman and Doris Keenig bought
the store and operaled it until
1966."

Wally added, "The store was used
for school programs and get-to-
gethers in winiertime, Every month

there'd be communily meetings. .

Carl Enge was a great one lo get 2

discussion going around the wood

burning steve, and then he'd back
out and listen and there were some
heated discussions that went on
there. It was n gathering place
Saturday nights. Any night of the
week was imporiant because the
store was aiways open. When
Clifford was in the store he con-
rolled the village lights, So, when
he closed the siore the lights went
out. It was best for one o be off of
the streels before the store closed if
one wanted to see his way home.

Bologna and sardines and crack-
ers provided a good lunch at the:

store, along with water, befors the
days of soda pop. Laler on in the
evenings, card games were held
regularly and on occasion when' it
was exceptionatly cold, they'd play
all night. Clifford was afraid the
fruit-would freeze. He just kept fir-
ing in and the men kept playing
cards.

Now Year's Eve was -oysier slew
time at the store, The cooks invited
Waiter Sprecher and he anived per-
plexed. His cow hadn't given any
milk that evening. The prankster
cooks, upkrown to Waller, milked

‘his cow,-made oyster siew ot of
the milk, and invited Walter to his
OWR ireat. o

Norma continued, *Awgiz Derleth

was a regular visitor of the store. -

He liked to come out here on the,
Fourth of July, too. He liked to;
visit with Cele and Addie Schneller:
and he liked to walk alonig the mill
Face. -

. "Yes," Wally said, “]t; mert-
tioned Witwen in his books several
umes end always in a good way. By
the way, the community meetings
ended here In 1955 when the Black
Hawk School was built"

It was wonderful for Ela 1o just

LT IO
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walk across the street to do her
shopping through the years. She
recalled, "That was fun, Sometimes
when they needed help in the store T
worked there."

Wally reviewed, "At the time we
were married 1 was driving trock for-
Kuhnau and Hosig and later on J ran
shovel for' them. They hauled
crushed lime and we traveled around
the country, moved from one quay
to another. Then, after we were mat-
ried I worked at the crearnexy down
here and later transferred to the
Wisconsin Dairies in Sauk Ciry,
where I did maintenance work.” .

Norma rtecalled, "During the
powder plant days we all worked at

+Badget. First I worked in the recket -

powder Jine, Later T tested water in,
the lab, 1 had to drive all over the |
plant area and get samples of water !
for testing.

EHa remembered, "I worked in
the cafeterin at Gate 10. Toby
worked . in maintenance. Wally
worked at the plant when it was be-
ing built, before he went into ser-
‘vice," L
Speaking of werk, Ellz added, "1
waorked at the creamery a long time,
wrapping cheese, Oh, brother, we
wirapped every pound, three, four
hundred ‘pounds every day except’
Sawrday and Sunday. Then, I
worked. in the-office when Art and
Geanng Jepsen were, there, 1'd haye
10 count the cheese and the butfer
every night when' the guys, the
“hanlers; came in,.oh, kesp track of
‘everything.'Now the creamery is &
highway shop,” = 5

. Wally contimied, "I stacted work-
~ing. in the.creamery in <75 and
worked -until 1963, I drove truck
hauling whey and butter and cheese,-

- I'd help a little in-the plant when

‘they needed me, I managed 1o keep
quite. busy. when the schools were
-consolidated, . I started driving
‘school .bus inte Black Hawk and
they aleo asked me if I would do the
maintenance on the busses, I later
did the maintenance on ihe busses
for Tower Rock, The busses were
owned by the schools. We had a

L

} good snfety record. T wouldn't put a

i-bus on the road if it wasn't in good
{shape,. I'worked nights and_on og-,

! casion'T'never gotilo bed." Nofma

added, “When Wally worked at'the
creamery, he'd drive the bus in the
morning and T would drive in the’
afternoon. The first creamery was
Jocated just north of Witwen, That

*burned down ond in 1905 a new
creamery was built, It was calied the
Froy and Honey Creek Creamerzy. It
was enlarged in 1947 when they
started making checse, Then, it was’
named Honey Creck Valley Dairy
Co-ops.

“We should mention the Witwen
Mill because that was really the be.
ginning of Witwen, Back in 1886
Gaudens Witwen- started the mill
with his brother, John Petex,
Farmers would come with their
horses and wagons and later truck-
loads of prain 1o be ground.”

Wally continued, "In earlier
years they ground wheat inte flour,
but that stopped. It died out becanse
it was a little far to get to the rail-
road. But, the grinding of the grist
went on into the late 20s. Andy
Hagckbush wes one of the later ones
to run the mill. His widow, Laura,
who we remember as a dear Witwen
resident, lives on Sycamore Sireet
in Sauk City. A few years fater the
mill was torn down and made into
:Wallace Enge's Colonial style
home, which fater burned."

Norma reviewed, “The band stand
over here on the campgtounds was
built between 1910 and 1915, Laler
in 1918, the tabernacle was bailt.
Before the tabernacle was built
people came to camp out and the
grounds would be dotted with
tents,” ’

Wally recalled, “There were great
‘tmouts in the tabernacle. In fact,
on Sunday afterncons, the side
doors would be raised and propped
open and people would be sitting
out on the lawn. In the evenings
there would be the smell of sawdust
from underfoot and the frogs would
‘be croaking in the, nearby mash
adding their amens lo the.songs and
germons.t - .

* Norma and Waily have a special
tgoncern for the Witwen Camp
-Grounds. They have been maintain-

ing the buildings and caring for the
.grounds for approximately 33 .

yeats,

- Fourth of July at”
Toby's day. He's strike
for the parade-with

Sovsa and there w

upequaled joyous pal
that spread through,

Toby dldn't quit with

"Thes Band Played On"

.stand for much of the »

eveaing. When "Tob
granddaughter, .Rita; tc
band for a time, but her
ties in Horicon mad
hearsals. in Witwen t
" nient. T
: Hefore the' days
‘chicken_Ella ‘took, her
with . the “other - wa
church, making hot di
and cakes for the pior
ladies scurried abou
food yeady 19 serve in
a camp out, make |
which all added to ¢
pienie, The men w
their station, too,
cream, soda pop, h
heamburgers.

Norma became fam
taining her Fourth ¢
Charles Kuralt from
Jated, "He was in our
in our housel He was
to-eatth man, In 1980
feature a small town 1
brated the Fourth of J
fashioned way. Those
on the gvening news §
the map. That was th
the living flag. I enjo
of the living flag. Tl
did a rerun of the pro,
cial feature,” The 1i
become 2 tradition §

parade and Norma js 1

nal member of the grc

Through the years
tended an invitation
and friends to join he
and, along with' c¢h
ages, enjoy the fest
day, ’

Ella said, "It's shac
morning. I put law:
There are many oid fi
the parade. We have a

Just south of Witw
is another old time Wi
ident, Ruth (M
Sprecher, who also &2
tation 1o share her law
enthusiasts,

“Ella- Clavadatscher.
year old hostess, p
friends back again £
Tuly.
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In 1918 J. P. Witwen, John K. wWwitwen and John G. Nold
leased a two acreé parcel of land at the edge of Witwen
to the Sauk County Camp Meeting Association- later re-
named Camp Witwea Assocliation. The first camp neetings
were held in tents, one borrowed from the Ringling
Brother's Circus. Later that year the Evangelical
Congregation decided to build a tabernacle. The next
yvear they added a dining room with an upstairs that

was partitioned into rooms for those who stayed the two
weeks to attend meetings an/or prepare meals.

An addition was: added in 1945.

A beautiful old bandstand was also built in the early
19205, but was torn down several years ago when Some.
theught it -to be wsafe. Friends of the congregation
recently replaced it with a gazebo placed in that

familiar spot.

There are two little buildings
on the Camp Grounds. One was
bisiit by J.P. and Emily Witwen
near the dormitory for visiting
ministers. 1t was partitioned
into four parts. The partitions
are now rempved and the

little building is used for

a food stand at the 4th of

July and is fondly referred
to'as the "Hamburger Stand:. "

The other. little building is
on the bank of Honey Creek.
Once used for Sunday School
classes and youth meetings
during Camp Meeting Sessions,
it is now referred to as the
"Pop Stand" at the Fourth of

> July celebrations. %%
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Collag & Sor Wisiting win ! sTet
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1
The ministers in the
picture are from
indianapolis, Ohio,
Reedsburg, Wi., and
Fuerto Rico.
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Through the yesrs, mild man-
nered Virgil Sprecher persistently

clung to the'idea of supporting the.

small, family farmer to the point

where he participated in a dramatle;,
.nationwide NFO' milk dumping in

1967 in an attemipt lo get fair prices
through collective bargaining..

Virgil was a countty boy who
grew bp in Witwen roaming about
and explosing the creek banks in
his own Huckleberry Fina style.

He was the first born 1o Walier
Sprecher
Sprecher in 1915, Four years later

his red-headed sister, Verna, was.
_bom, and a few years after that he

had the honor of parading her up
- and down Main Street Witwen.
-(Verna is now Mrs, Kenneth Noit of ,

Rock City, lIL)
Virgil has nostaigic feclings

about his early days in Witwen, lo--

cat?d- nine miles west of Sauk
Praixie. He reealled, "In the early

twentios the population of Witwen -

was 36, Going north on Highway E

the people on the Tight side of the;

street were Osear Rothacker, Andy
Hackbush, Herman Koenig, Walter
S_prccher, TJoe Meyer, a service sta-
tion and a garage and Toby
Clavadatscher, the owner. Across
the bridge was the Troy and Honey
Creek Creamery Co-op. On the left
side of the strect going north was
Nt-:wton Wilwen, who operated the
Witwen Telephone Company up-

slairs in his house. My favorile.

telephone eperators were Wanda

and FElla. Schneller:

Bloedau and Lilah Schneller. Then *
came Ida Schweppe, Pete Witwen,
and Lawrence Tamulzer, later it was’
William Wenze] and Armand Post,
then the Blacksmith Shop run by
Perdinand Patke. and then Joe
Meyer's Grorery Store and back 2
few yards; the grist mill, three sto-
fies high' with different bins to hold’
pats, barley ind wheat, a by Andy;
Hackbush. ' Across the bridge was
ithe Witwen Camp Grounds and
Tabernacle, eomplete with pop
stand, band stand, a lwo-story,
kitchenette and boys and girls toi-’
lets. .
“Everyone on the right side of
the road had some cattle, from
GQscar's down to Toby's, 26 in all.
Algo, there were four lorses, lwo
belonged o -my dad, Cap and Jerry
were their nimes, There were five
cows and three horses and ten pigs
on the feft side SETHE Todd" aid many
chickens end not many dogs. T vis-

ited all of shese peoplé and animals
*many timed. Sometimes I got some !

cookies ang somotimes a [ull meal.
My job was to pump water by hand
for the two cows and twe horses
that my dad had, The horses were
~.;ed to haul cream on the long
cream roule over o Plain and back
‘to the Witwén Creamery. I remon-
ber once my dad didn't get any mitk
from his eows one nighi and he
found that Bill Wenzel milked them
a Hule early mod then invited our
family and some other neighbors
down to Moyer's Store for an okl-
fashioned oyster slew.

407

"] got to help a little bit at the

stora, T helped candle eggs, slso

heiped catch a few roosters and put,
them in crales and also helped pile a!
litile wood. My wages were of the.
nickel variety, like a boile of pop
and an ice éream cone, 1 spent-a lot,

-of timme in that store, It had candy-

bars, popoorn, and peanuts to nibble
on. I also met a lot of the boys who
came with their dads fo get their
corn and oats ground at the mill.
The farm boys that T got acquainted
with were from Eugene Enge's, Herb
Hager's zad Otio Rosenbaum's
farms, After their wip 1o the miil

their dads would buy them a boitle

of pop and an jce cream cone and
sometimes they would buy me one,
too." .

Anguisk fell upon the Walter
Sprecher home whea 6-year-old
Virgil became a victim of rickets
and double pnewmonia. Gaunt and
emaciated Virgil struggled for Tife.
He explained, "There was no peni-
cillin, but there was a Dy, Lalor in

Sauk City and my good parcnis:

didn't give up, They took me to Dr.

Lalor many times, | remember one .

trip in the winter when they bor-
rowed a one-horse sieigh from Elias
Witwen and took me to Sauk City. I

was dressed in all kinds of wamm .

clothes and also there was 4 fiot
stone to kecp my [eet warm. I only
went (o school tiyee days that first
year, I turned to skin and bonres a.l:ld
jad to leamn to walk all over again.
There was some sadness across the
coad as Nooky Tamulzer, the same

age as I, the ondy child of Lawrence!

Tarnutzers at the time, died of the

flu

5}& f.z.g C/Mz

Yirgil's recovery found-him on
the banks "of The ereek pulling
weeds and helping himsell 1o ripe,
plums in the area. -Yirgil remi-
nisced, "I can remembet the names
of the three leachers I had in the -
Witwen Rural School They were
May Sprecher, Gladys Calioway and]
Leona Mather, and all of those arc
still among the living and .werc
very good teachers. The games we
played at recess werd Anti High
Over and Blind Man's Blull, We
also would go on hikes during the
noon hour. And before the noon
hour was over we had picked bou-
quets of double pronged yellow and
pink flowers catled Dautchman
Britches. '[his also reminds me of:
those beautiful Tlowers that I picked
whils golng [rom the Witwen Mill
10 the dam. They were large, yellow
Marsh Merry Golds. They were lot
of pussy willows in the springlime.
sometimes I hiked to the dam alone,
but vsually I went go with Andy
Hackbush, who ran the Grist Mill.
We went along the Witwen Creek,

* south of the Camp Grounds for one-
* fourth of a mile to where the waler
widened out lo a three or four dcre
plos bordered by the land of Web
Sprecher and Walter Lohr. On the
cust side of the mill was the dam,
Blocked off by three large wooden
gates and that is where Andy and I
would either pull one gate of all
three, dopending on how we were to
control the flopd of water in the
spring of the year. Even though we
had the dam pales, §0mclimcs the




water would flocd some 30 acres of
creek and marshlard and go to.
Highway E road to the last bridge,
the middle bridge and the first
bridge, which ran over into the
creamery, L,

There were many times when
would go down to Lhe creamery late
in the efiernoon on my bike and tell
Armand Post and Bill Wenzel what
‘the score of Lhe baseball Cubs wis,
especially when they played the Su
Louis Cardinals.”

In search of adventare Virgil was
Tured 1o bike the graveled roads to
.other corraunities, Black Hawk,
\Harrisburg, Lcland and Denzer. He
observed, "Denzer was the most in-
teresting with the crossroads in the
middle of town. People referred 1o
Denzer 25 the town of the four

§. These were the poles when
they created legislATIQN. There
was the school where you could gel
an educATION, the church where’
you could get salvATl TON and a tav-
art where you could gel damnh -

Back In Witwen, Virgil had his

+ fizst opporlunity of driving a team

of horses at the' age of 9. He re
" called, "The men weré hauling Tocks;
‘out of the John Clavadatscher stone
quarry, They would put & chain
around the back wheel of the lamber
wagon 1o control the speed and,
when I got to the bottom of the
istone quarty they would disconnect
the chain for me and I could drive Lo%
Nyitwen some two miles down the.
jroad. When I got to Witwen two,
‘mert dumped the 2x6 planks loaded
with stones and again I had an
empty lumber wagon and could
drive ali the way back to the quarry
to get another load. That was the
first day that I thought I was a man

and could do a day's work. The °

horses belonged to my uncle, Ed
Sprecher, and wers named Maude
and Dan,

*f regall the muddy roads that the
cream haulers had to travel through's
coming from the' north with the
teams of horses pulling their loads
of cream, driven by Johany
Boettcheider, Julius Alwin, Johnny
Klipstein and James Meier.
Sometimes the Tuts were 5o deep
-that Walter and Eugene Enge would
hook their horses on ahead to gel
them to the Troy and Honey Creek
Creamery Co-op.

“Phen, in lhe late twenties and
early thirties I tiied to help some
farmers drive in the oats, barley and
wheat fields. I managed to drive
teams of horses for mearly every
farmer in the Witwen district, This
threshing crew in the Witwen dis-
trict, comprised of Ed Accola,
George Ambler and John BE.
Schneller Farms. ‘Fhen came Henry
Nolden and then Qeorge L.
Sehacller farms. Then, 1 went to the
Wesley and Webster Sprecher

i
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" farms. Then ¥ had to gel on my bi-

cycle and go 1o the Ed Sprecher and
Bob Hehenberger farms and from
there I went to the Leslie Klebesadel

_.and John Clavadatscher farms. That

was the end of the district and the
end of the threshing crew, I was
lucky enough to get dinner at each
of these homes even though I had 10

eat with the women. I got good.

meals and no pay."

Fishing and hunting were not

Virgil's foric. When he had frec
time he would wander around the
creel banks and find a spot to enjoy
reading books and magazines, He
recalled, "When I got bored I would
take off my clothes and go for a

swim. Then I almoest drowned once, -

I did teach myself how to swim. T

‘didn't have a swimming suit and it |

just teok about a half an hour or an
hour to get my suntan for the day
and get my clothes back on."

Winter: Tn ‘Witwen had_its own
kind of intrigue. Virgil remem-
bered, "The winters were rough znd:
cold and large chunks of icc blocks,
were hauled to the ereamery from
the arca above the dam. The teams
of horses pulled large blocks of ice
on sleds over the Witwen Creek.
One day a sled full of ice chunks
broke through ihe Witwen Creck
and the drive was Eugene Enge. That
was cxciting lo waich how he
driver would get his horses, tangled
in hamnesses, out of the waler which
was four to five feet deep, Those ice
cubes weighed two to three hundred
pounds each and were sorely needed
and stored for the next summer’s use
at the creamery.

*The Witwen community had
thres events to remember and be
proud of. One was the community
meelings held in a hall, upstairs at
the Witwen Stere. They were held
four or five limes during the winter
months, Each meeling had a com-
mittee that would formulate an

agenda of special music, 2 speaker

and even some debates. The crowds
were very large and came from
Black Hawk, Harrisburg, Leland and
Denzer. 1 recalt a most popular i
of corpet musicians, Newten

Wilwen, Clifford Meyer and Toby:
" Clavadatscher. We had duets by two
good Swiss yodelers, Mrs. Charles
Bnge and Mra. Sam Gasser. And,
there were other musical numbers'
too numerols lo smention. I remem-
ber one heated debate on capital
punishment, The ones involved
were “Henry Ochsner and John
_ Gasser ageinst Roman Koenig and
Virgil Sprecher. ;Mosl meelings,
ended with piling up the chairs and
clearing the floor ‘making roorm for
fellowship games such ss Rats in
the Sugar Bowl and Skip Come a
Lou My Darling,

*Another big event was the
Fourth of July Celebration and peo-
ple came from far and near to walch
the parade, listen to the program
and watch the band Jed by Toby
Clavadatscher, Therz were no po-
licemen at these celebrations and
“Walter Spracher acted as marshal,
*The regular band members were al-
,ways there and, ended up playing in’
the band stand ‘i the evgning, Band
members I remember ‘are Butch'
Wenzel, John Clavadatscher,
Waiter Baumgarth and Gus
Federman,” We had soloists like
LeRay Schneller and Wally Jaedike

cand 3 well-known "trio, Adelineg
Evelyn and Lorna Jaedike, There
were games for all ages and even a
“mag of war across the Witwen Creek.
There were prizes given for the
champion floats and winners of the
aces. |

Winners ‘coutd"collect at the pop

and ice cream stand,'Tn the evening

there were fire works. T can't forget
‘the ball games betwesn Witwen and”
Black Hawk, that was real competi-

tion. ‘There is one incident that
happened that I will never forgel.

Eighty-year-old Pete Sterbein emp-
tied his pockets of all his change

and thres the peanies, nickels,

dimes and quarters belween the pop

stand and the band stand. It might

have becn only two or three dollars

worth, but you should have seen the

children scramble o get their share.

In those days of depressioi, dollars

were hard to come by,

"“Last, but not least, there wat

camp meeting held at the Witwen
Camp Grounds, This took place ei.
ther the first or second week in
June. It was sponsored by the
Fvangelical churches of Black
Hawk, Prairic du Sac, Deazer and the
Ragatz. church., In my childhcod

- days tho crowds were tremendous, X

usually started on Sunday and ended
on Sunday. Jn the early days,we had
tenis erected for the youmger chil-
dren. The tabemacle could not hold
the crowds some years So they
camped out in the side banks where
they had blankets and a picnie-like
atmosphere. We had loud speakers
outside so everyone could hear the
message. Many people brought
their picnic lunches and stayed for
the day snd evening. For many
years the word was out that camp
meeting brought many blessings,
one of which was rain. Sometimes

it would seem as though the minis-

ter wotld dwell too much on the size
of the collection plate. One got 2
little over enthused and  said,
“Throw in your Ford car keys.' The

“nights were mast eventful. Besides
. the singing, praying and preaching -

you could always hear Lhe croaking
of the frogs in the marsh and see an
endless steeam of fire fiies at night.
The call to the altar came almost
every night, gave a chance to seek
forgiveness, an opportunity lo ac-
cept the challengs of being born
again and & chance to become a
community leader. Some carried the
messages i their hearts and made
their commitments in their home:
at a Jater date,” :
Unlike some of his peers, who
had their own cars, Virgil foond
himself rumbling along on the
Federman School bus during his
high school days, The busses were
operated by George and Ed
Federman from the Black Hawk
Garage. )
Virgil, a graduate of Prairie du Sac
High School, shared memories, "1
always liked sports and playing
ball was my fondest dream. I
thought I was good enough to make
thé basketball team. All a1 ance,
Principel R, §. Babington told me
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Memorandum

To: Steve Screnson
CC:

From: Mary Zins, Clerk
Date:  4/19/2017

Re: Witwen Park & Campground

Enclosed is .correspondence disclosing that the Town of Troy approved the

rezoning of said campgrounds. I thought you should have some documentation

indicating approval by the town board.

9’% Ao
Marymleﬂ/




Town of Troy

Mary Zins, Clerk
E9699 Fuchs Road Phone: 608-544-3549
Sauk City, W1 53583

April 19,2017

Planning & Zoning Department
West Square Building

505 Broadway, Ste. 232
Baraboo, WI 53913

Re: Rezoning Witwen Park & Campground

To Whom It May Concern:

At the regular board meeting held on Tuesday, April 18, 2017, Dale Sprecher and Steve
Sorenson approached the board requesting approval to rezone the Witwen Park and
Campground located on Parcel #036-0454, Sec. 3, TON, RSE, Town of Troy, Sauk
County, WL

With the recommended approval of the Plan Commission and Mr. Sprecher, the board

unanimously approved the rezoning of said campgrounds from exclusive agriculture to
rural community. There were three ayes and zero nays. The motion carried.

Sincerely,
TOWN OF TROY

Mary Zins, Clerk
Enclosure

c! /Steve Sorenson
Dale Sprecher
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1) Entrance to campground at S9855 County Road E. CUP 13-2017

a7/

2) Vacant lands to the north.

Photo 1



3) View to the south, the village of Witwen. CUP 13-2017

4) Lands on the east side of County Road E.

Photo 2
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