ORDINANCE NO. _____ - 2018
AMENDING SAUK CO. CODE § 27.07 TO BRING THE ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE INTO CONFORMITY WITH STATE STATUTES BY ALLOWING IMPOUNDED ANIMALS
TO BE ADOPTED AFTER FOUR DAYS RATHER THAN SEVEN, AND TO AMEND SAUK COUNTY’S AGREEMENT WITH THE SAUK COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY TO BRING THE AGREEMENT INTO CONFORMITY WITH STATE STATUTES
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ORDINANCE NO. _____ - 2018
AMENDING SAUK CO. CODE § 27.07 TO BRING THE ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE INTO CONFORMITY WITH STATE STATUTES
	Background: Wis. Stat. §95.21(5)(b) states if a dog or cat is ordered to be quarantined because there is reason to believe that the animal bit a person, the custodian of an isolation facility or the owner shall keep the animal under strict isolation under the supervision of a veterinarian for at least 10 days after the incident occurred. Sauk Co. Code §27.07(6) requires any animal involved in a bite incident whose owner resides outside Sauk County, shall be impounded at the Sauk County Animal Shelter or at the office of a local veterinarian if space is available. This requirement, requiring the animal to remain in Sauk County, is overly broad and more expansive than the State statute, which allows for a dog or cat to be quarantined, and does not reflect the characterization of the animals that are being quarantined in Sauk County (only dogs and cats). Additionally, the requirement that the animal shall be impounded at the Sauk County Animal Shelter or at the office of a local veterinarian, if space is available, has become onerous and untenable for Sauk County Animal Shelter to effectuate. 
The proposed language provides the Sauk County Sheriff’s Department or the Animal Control Officer the discretion to transfer the quarantined animal back to its residence. The Sauk County Health Department would be responsible for forwarding all bite case information to the responsible jurisdiction completing the quarantine. This proposed change would place Sauk County in line with other surrounding counties. 
Additionally, other non-substantive changes have been made to the attached Appendix to improve the clarity of the ordinance and to comport with the standard formatting currently in use, and your undersigned Committee has considered these amendments and believes that adoption of these amendments is in the best interest of Sauk County. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Sauk County Board of Supervisors, met in regular session, that Sauk Co. Code Ch. 27 is hereby amended to read as contained in the attached Appendix and shall be effective upon passage.
For consideration by the Sauk County Board of Supervisors on July 17, 2018.

Respectfully submitted:

BOARD OF HEALTH COMMITTEE:

Supervisor Members
Citizen Members
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JOHN A. MILLER
DIANE REINFELDT
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SCOTT VON ASTEN
FISCAL NOTE:  no fiscal impact.

MIS NOTE:  No MIS impact. 
