PINK LADY RAIL TRANSIT COMMISSION

Meeting – Tuesday December 7, 2010 @ 10:00am

Sauk County Courthouse West Square Rm 213
Baraboo, WI

Draft Minutes

Attendance:

Commissioners Present: Chairman Kasper, Vice Chairman Anderson, Treasurer Whitehurst, Secretary Rockett, Elmer Ellis, John Geoghegan.
Not present: Ray Bolton
Others Present: Jenny Erickson – Sauk County Extension,  Dick Goddard – LSRHA, Sheri Walz – WisDot,  Larry Volz – Town of Delton, Frank Huntington – WisDot Rails, Ken Lucht –WSOR, Roger Larson – WisDot SE Region, Ed Geick – City of Baraboo, Rep. Fred Clark – Baraboo, Jeff Seering – Reedsburg Independent
Call to order:

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am by Chairman Kasper.

Certification of open meeting law.

Meeting was certified as having met the requirements of the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.  Motion by Geoghegan, seconded by Rockett.
Approval of Agenda.

Motion by ????, seconded by ???? to approve agenda as printed.  Motion carried.

Approval of Draft Minutes of August 3, 2010.
Motion by Rockett seconded by Whitehurst to approve minutes as printed.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report.

Treasurer Whitehurst reported a balance of $1,906.75. No expenses since last meeting. Motion by Geoghegan, seconded by Whitehurst to approve the report.  Motion carried.

Chairman’s report.


Chair sent out letters to public officials on freight and high speed rail activities. 
· Set up tax # for the PLRTC separate from the County’s tax ID #.  

Wisconsin and Southern report. 

Ken Lucht reported on the equipment maintenance being performed this time of year. 

7,000 ties installed between Madison and Lodi.

MOW trimming trees and brush and performing routine track inspections. 

· Working on a bridge repair outside of Reedsburg.
· Business inquiry in Sauk County as a potential rail user.  


Installed 14 miles of new rail from Milton to Madison.

·  Seneca in Ripon is building a 200,000sq’ expansion.

· Grain is a good, problem this year with nearly 1mm bushels being stored outside and in 200 – 300 railcars awaiting transportation and availability at end user.
· Transporting limestone blocks to Texas for shore erosion prevention. This has ceased for the season.
WisDot


Reported by Frank Huntington. Wisconsin DOT was looking a potentially acquiring the UP line from Madison to Reedsburg. 

· UP wants to sell all the Madison rail lines together or sell none. On hold for now awaiting the new Governor’s policies.
· Freight rail projects on hold.
Business and Rail usage reports. 


Old Business: Have had no recent Economic Development mtgs for the Rails to Trails subject.
· Rail Usage Survey is posted on County website.

· Detailed survey developed to gather information for the Rail Economic Impact study. Setting up mtgs with shippers to briefly interview as many as will accommodate.

· New Business: Elections

· Al Anderson elected Chairman. Approved by Geoghegan, seconded by Rockett

· Elmer Ellis nominated by Kasper for Vice Chair position. Motion by Rockett, Geoghegan seconded.
· Whitehurst re-elected to Treasurer. Motion by Anderson, seconded by Geoghegan

· Rockett re-elected as Secretary. Motion by Whitehurst, seconded by Anderson.

Comments made by attendees that the years of Mr. Kasper’s service and determination to the PLRTC were appreciated.
· Reedsburg Report. Rockett has contacted City Administrator Dougherty and Mayor Estes along with the Industrial commission Chair Don Lichte. Reminded the city that they are paying for a second commissioner from Reedsburg. Continue to work on a second person from Reedsburg. 


Baraboo Report. Reported by Ellis. R. R Donnelley is at or near 90% capacity have increased from 65%-70% capacity. 

· Baraboo Report. Reported by Whitehurst. Business ok and stable.

· Prairie Du Sac Report. No report. 
· Sauk County Report. Report by Geoghegan. Grain trains moving well, 7 day a week shipments. 
Legislative Comments.  

Rep. Fred Clark commented on the amount of media attention directed towards HSR. Will be attending a meeting in Madison with a delegation of Minn and Wisc advocates for the HSR. 
Public Comments.   


Dick Goddard commented that the governing bodies would serve the communities the best by tying in freight rail with passenger rail. 
Next meeting date and location..


April 5th, 2011 at 10:00 am. Meeting location West Square Building Room 213.

· Motion to adjourn meeting by Geoghegan, seconded by Ellis
Adjourned at 11:20 pm

Doug Rockett, recording 


